Press Release
‘Stories in Stone’ will receive its Television debut on April 2nd at 8pm on Channel 36, RIPBS

‘Stories in Stone’ is a twenty-six minute documentary about the Narragansett of Southern New England and their almost four hundred year old tradition of building stonewalls. ‘Stories in Stone’, takes the seemingly prosaic task of stonewall building and demonstrates how it has helped to maintain and perpetuate tribal traditions; by continuing a family based system of apprenticeship, by providing local, independently owned outdoor work and by providing a means to continue and advance artistic expression informed by Native American iconography. Filmed in both video and film, ‘Stories and Stones’ captures both the commitment of the masons and the beauty of the walls and landscape of southern New England. The film unfolds as poetically as the walls through the forest, utilizing beautiful footage and original music that expresses both the traditional and contemporary aspects of this craft. With no central narrator, ‘Stories in Stone’ allows the Narragansett to tell their own story without the use of outside ‘experts’.

Directed/Written and Produced by Marc Levitt and Lilach Dekel, filmed by Rod Bachar and Laura Colella, edited by Laura Colella and Robin Blotnick, with music composed by Frank Bisogna and Hawk Henries and Executive Production by John Brown, Tribal Preservation Officer of the Narragansett and with Tribal Historian, Ella Sekatau as advisor, ‘Stories in Stones’ is a film that sheds light on the lesser known world of East Coast Native Americans, whose internal diversity has often been used against them in their attempts to establish ‘Tribal’ identity. ‘Stories in Stones’ is a film of beauty, of people, of resistance and a testimony to the ability of people to appropriate imposed work for their own ends. 

Contacts for screening and/or talks 

Marc Levitt – www.MarcLevitt.org (press photos), 
MarcLevitt@aol.com or 401.783.0887
Sponsors
Rhode Island Council for the Humanities

Rhode Island State Council for the Arts

New York State Council for the Arts

US Department of Transportation

Rhode Island Department of Transportation

Hospital Trust Bank

Production History
‘Stories in Stone’ began filming in 2002 as a result of Mr. Levitt’s interest in stonewalls of southern New England. Having written a story about a stonewall mason in 1983, conducted oral histories with stone masons at a local storytelling festival in 1986 and worked on a joint photographic/oral history project about the masons of South County, Rhode Island in 2000 with photographer Mathias Oppersdorff, Mr. Levitt wanted to share his interest and passion for the walls and their builders to a wider audience. ‘Stories in Stone’, completed in the summer of 2007, has already been shown at the 2007 San Francisco Native American Film Festival.

Bios 
Marc Levitt is a writer/storyteller/radio and TV host living in Wakefield, Rhode Island. Mr. Levitt has spoken at conferences and schools in over thirty countries. He has, for the last eleven years, been the host and creative director of the nationally award winning Rhode Island Council for the Humanities/AS220 produced and Rhode Island Public Radio broadcasted, ‘Action Speaks’, Significant Yet Underappreciated Dates of the 20th Century. Mr. Levitt was the winner of the Rhode Island Council for the Arts’, New Genre Fellowship and was the initial recipient of the Tom Roberts Award for the creative use of the humanities. Corwin Press will release Mr. Levitt’s book, on teaching writing, in the fall of 2008.

Lilach Dekel is a TV and film writer/director/producer whose ‘Living for Tomorrow’, a documentary about the pioneering women in Israel has been shown in festivals throughout the United States and Israel. Ms. Dekel currently resides in Tel Aviv.
